Working Paper Series No. 7

Title: Instructional-Design Theory to Guide the Creation of Online Learning Communities for Adults

Author: Dr. Martha M. Snyder (Nova Southeastern University, Florida)
Abstract: 

Over the past few years, there has been an increasing amount of research devoted to the design of online learning communities that embrace learning as a social and constructive process.  As online learning matures, it is important for both theorists and practitioners to understand how to apply new and emerging educational practices and technologies that foster a sense of community and optimize the online learning environment. The instructional-design theory elements including the goal, values, and methods described in this paper can be used to guide educators in the design of online learning communities that are interactive, collaborative, and constructive. These elements were originally developed, tested, and validated to improve the design of online learning communities for older adults in a non-academic setting (Snyder, 2002). To further develop this theory, situations have been added to provide guidance on how the original elements could be applied in the context of adult students enrolled in graduate study. Additionally, the proposed theory may also serve as the foundation from which to develop specific prescriptions for how to use Web 2.0 tools such as blogs, wikis, and audio/video casting to enhance teaching and learning. Suggestions for further research are provided.
