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Directed Research, DCTE 898
with Dr. Trudy Abramson

Winter 2012
Note:  The syllabus is for the first 898 course.  If the first ends satisfactorily, the professor will enter into a unique contract with the student for the second course.  If the first is less than satisfactory, the student should turn to a different professor for the second 898 experience.

The “research in” courses, now called “directed research” were put into place by the faculty and administration to provide guided practice on conducting research in support of a dissertation effort.  Each doctoral student is expected to complete two such courses before beginning the formal dissertation.  The courses may be taken any time following completion of the related core course.  It is also possible for students to take two consecutive terms on the same issue with the same professor.  Needless to say, everything is at the discretion of the mentoring professor and the remarks that follow relate only to students who work with me.  My reading is that the first term is the creation of a foundation for an idea through a review of the literature and the second term may be a small pilot study or the creation and validation of instruments for the proposed dissertation or something else that moves an investigation forward.    If I am not mistaken, students need faculty permission for the second consecutive term only and IRB permission for pilot studies.
The first term of “Directed research”, for students who choose to work with me, is an independently developed, comprehensive, current review of the literature on a clearly identified topic within the broader domain of the core course dealing with a specific subject area and population to be determined by the student. Subjects include, but are not limited to, art history, chemistry, mathematics, anthropology, occupational therapy, nursing, accounting, advertising, teacher education, writing, communication, etc. Populations include, but are not limited to, traditional college age students, non-traditional learners, high school students, continuing education for professionals, etc. If the review of the literature is not complete or satisfactory at the end of the first term, it may be possible to continue work on it during the second term.

The student who undertakes the project develops expertise in the search for and collection, analysis and presentation of literature. It is an academic exercise that should be extremely useful as a model for chapter two of the dissertation.  The due dates are approximations and are provided as guidelines.  Completing the course does not establish a contract between the student and the professor.
Preliminary Requirement

All too often, students confuse the need for a dissertation to be an independent effort with the need for inventing a new universe.  “There is nothing (or little) in the literature” is a statement that many use to justify an investigation.  The fact is that if there is nothing to be found, it is not possible to pursue the idea.  Doctoral candidates build upon current, existing literature.  To that end, it is essential that no one invest time in an exercise in futility. As soon as possible after registering for the course, please send email to abramson@nova.edu with:

· Working Title (Ten or fewer descriptive words about the inquiry.)
· Subject and Population (Describe the subject and population for the investigation.)
· Goal or issue to be addressed (What is the review going to discuss?)
· Anticipated key phrases grouped within quotation marks (At least three phrases and not more than six at the start). 
Do not wait for the official beginning of the course!  Be brief and succinct. I will respond as soon as possible. The requirement is not graded.  If the concept is plausible, much of what was submitted will be presented again in Assignment #1.  Otherwise, you must try again.
Assignment #1 Location of resources

Due Monday, January 23, 2012, (beginning of week 4) ─ 10%

Assignment #1 represents the first steps in building a foundation for the review of the literature. It is a first best guess ─ a gathering of potential resources. It is not a commitment for inclusion in the final paper. Use the section headings as bolded below:
· Your name, username, date submitted.
· Working Title (Ten or fewer descriptive words about the inquiry)
· Subject and Population (Describe the subject and population for the investigation.)
· Goal or issue to be addressed (What is the review going to discuss?)
· Digital Library Research (Identify one or two online databases that will be your primary source for library research. Name a total of four journals within those databases that address your subject and population.)

· Web-based Research (Begin with three, highly relevant search terms (such as “project-based learning” or “millennials” or “web 2.0”.  Provide the URL for the commercial search engine of choice. For each search term, provide links to three seemingly-valuable hits. Include a phrase or a sentence explaining the URL.)

· Print-based Research (Name two journals that address your subject and population.  Name one, very current authored book and one edited book that address your subject and population.  For each book, create a complete reference.  For the authored book, specify page numbers and chapter name.  For the edited book, see APA for referencing a chapter in an edited book.)
If any of these categories do not “fit”, submit an explanatory note instead of the requested data.
Assignment #2 Annotated bibliography

Due Friday, March 9, 2012 (end of week 10) ─ 40% 

Assignment #2 requires that you analyze (select and/or reject), read and create annotations. It may be necessary to add, delete or make changes to your initial collection of resources. You must use the resources identified in #1 or explain, in a cover memo why changes were made. 
· Follow general requirements for all graded submissions as per the 700-level syllabi. See a current syllabus from my home page for a reminder.
· Begin with the working title (as in #1 or changed) and follow with a table of contents based upon subjects. Organize the annotations by subject (bolded section headings)

· The annotation should be all you need when you begin writing. An outline form may be used for the annotation with the awareness that the narrative will need to flow. A sample annotation, ready to be synthesized with like literature for confirmation, appears below.  If the annotations are in list form, they lend themselves more readily to synthesis.
· You may create more than one annotation per resource if it covers different aspects of the topic.  Place each annotation in appropriate section.
· The annotation must begin with a full reference.

· End the submission with a full reference list.
Sample annotation in section called Developing an Online Course
Abramson, T. (2003). Development time for distance learning. Journal of Instruction Delivery Systems, 17(1), 3-4.

Observations on development time:

1. It takes time for the instructor to achieve a comfort level as an online teacher.

2. Materials should be checked for accuracy before posting.

3. All CMSs impose rules and set limits on what the instructor may do.

4. PowerPoint slides are easy to create and are reusable in future iterations of the course.

5. The online classroom is an alternate learning space. The teacher is still the critical element in the learning process.

6. Higher education teaching will improve everywhere because students will be able to choose from alternate learning spaces.

7. Online resources help instructors retain state of the art skills and knowledge.

8. The expanded online syllabus serves as a course contract. Great care should be exercised in its creation.

Assignment #3 Review of the Literature

Due Friday, April 20, 2012 (end of week 16) ─ 50%

Assignment #3 requires that you synthesize your annotations and write the review of the literature.

· There is no “you” in this work. If you authored some of the articles cited, you are just another author.

· Think of the review as a long article or a chapter in an edited book.

· Follow general requirements for all graded submissions.  Consult the 700-level syllabi.
· Begin with the title and follow with an overview paragraph that addresses the subjects to be covered by the review.  The overview does not need a heading.
· Use bolded section headings only. Most should be the same as those used in the annotations assignment. It may be necessary to add, delete or change sources. Do not use sub-headings.
· Synthesize the literature within the section headings. Do not present repetitive lists!
· End the narrative with a summary.
· Provide a reference list. Make sure that every citation is referenced and every reference cited.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
1. How many sections should there be?  

As many as needed:  At a minimum, an introduction or overview, discussions of key issues separately, and a conclusion.
2. How many sources are needed for each section?
Aim for at least six and fewer than twelve.  These are not approximate numbers.  A section with one or two authors is not acceptable.
3. How do I know when I have enough literature?
When there are more than three authors (or sets of authors) making the same points, it is time to move along.
4. How long should the final review be?
Between 24 and 40 double-spaced pages is usual.
5. How do I find models for synthesized writing?
See the APA journals.  See the Journal for Instruction Delivery Systems and the new Journal of Applied Learning Technology.  
6. Is it possible that authors publish the same work under different titles?
Some do all the time.  Use the most current only.  It is usually the best polished.
7. What if the article has been published anonymously?
Do not use anonymous reporting.  If a piece is really good and important, track down the author.  If you cannot do so, reject the piece.
8. What is the difference between a print journal and an online journal?
The medium and often the cost are the major differences. 
9. What is the difference between an online journal and a website?
A website is much more ephemeral and subject to modification.  Once an article has been published in an online journal, it will not be altered.
10.  Why are proceedings articles not literature?
Most proceedings articles are submissions from authors based upon having abstracts accepted for presentation.  The editorial or peer review common to journals does not apply to proceedings.  Proceedings articles may be used to support journal articles but may not be the primary source of the subject or issue.
11.  Why do editorials have value?
Editors are appointed by publishers based upon perceived expertise.  Most work very hard to keep on top of their fields.
12.  What if I find a really good but old article?
If an idea is good and still valid, others will build upon it and cite the earlier work.  If no one picks up on the idea, it should probably be laid to rest.  There are classic texts and articles that are exceptions to the rule.
13.  How old is old?
Technology moves at a very rapid pace.  It is not only the physical technologies that change but the ways in which they are received by the public.  Old sometimes occurs in three years or fewer.  Best practices in teaching and training often are current for a decade.  Judgment is essential is determining currency.  
